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EXTENSION IDEAS
On page 44, we discover that there has been a robbery of some items
from the Tutankhamun collection at the Grand Egyptian Museum. Write
a newspaper report about the robbery.

On page 108, Anastasia says, 
“You’d think if the curse really was true then everyone would have
returned all the artefacts back to Egypt, where they belong.”
Research the supposed ‘curse of Tutankhamun’, and write a persuasive
letter explaining why the artefacts in museums should be returned to
their countries of origin.
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Look at photos of the Great Pyramid of Giza. Can the children guess how
tall it is? (originally 146m, now around 138m.) Can the pupils calculate
what this would be in centimetres or kilometres?
Ask pupils to identify the shapes of the faces of square-based and
triangular-based pyramids. Use 3D shapes or clixi to explore their
properties.

Main Task
How do we calculate the area of a square? What’s the formula for the area 
of a triangle (half base x height)? What units do we use for surface areas?
Pupils are to calculate the surface areas of various pyramids.
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1  To understand the historical and cultural significance of
cartouches in ancient Egyptian art.
2 To develop artistic skills in drawing, designing and decorating.
3 To learn and apply techniques in symmetry and geometric
shapes.
4 To Foster creativity and personal expression through Art.

National Curriculum Art Objectives



HISTORY
MUMMIFICATION MYSTERY
Noah held up a small jar with what looked like a strange dog’s
head on top. 
‘How about this?’ 
‘What’s that?’ Libby asked. ‘Seriously. That’s so random.’ 
‘It’s a canopic jar. Do you know they used to take out pharaoh’s
organs before they mummified them and put them in jars?’ 
‘That’s gross.’ Libby’s stomach felt queasy. ‘Why would they do
that?’ 
‘It’s true. Ask Connie!’ Noah laughed. ‘To get their brains out they
shoved a hot poker up their nose and whizzed it around to
scramble them and pulled them back out again.’

In this extract from pages 29-30, Noah talks about the
mummification process. Research this process to find out if what
Noah says is correct.
Write a step by step guide on how to mummify a body. Make sure
your instructions are clear and detailed. 
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HISTORY
TUTANKHAMUN’S SECRETS 
In the book the only facts we learn about Tutankhamun concern his
death. Find out as much information as you can about his life. Who
was he? When was he alive? What was his daily life like? What was
the cause of his death and how old was he when he died? Using the
information they have discovered, split the class into pairs and have
them role play a reporter interviewing Tutankhamun. They can take
take turns in each role, to share what they have discovered.

In which part of the Valley of the Kings is Tutankhamun’s tomb
located? Research what his tomb looks like, and write a descriptive
paragraph about what it would be like to visit the tomb. You can read
pages 160-170 to help with this task.

Why was the discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb by Howard Carter so
important? What kind of items were found in his tomb? Research the
events that led up to the discovery of the tomb, and what happened
after it was found. Create a timeline of significant events during this
period. 
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Locate Egypt on a map. In which continent is it located?

On this map of Egypt identify the locations that the Travelling
School visited. Write the number next to the correct landmark.

Abu Simbel
Valley of the Kings
Luxor Temple
Grand Egyptian Museum
Khan Al Khalili
River Nile
Pyramids of Giza

GEOGRAPHY
 INVESTIGATING MAPS
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In chapter 2, the Travelling School visits the newly opened
Grand Egyptian Museum. Create a fact file about the
museum and design a poster to promote the opening. 

GEOGRAPHY
CULTURAL CLUES
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EXTENSION IDEAS
On page 44, we discover that there has been a robbery of some items
from the Tutankhamun collection at the Grand Egyptian Museum. Write
a newspaper report about the robbery.

On page 108, Anastasia says, 
“You’d think if the curse really was true then everyone would have
returned all the artefacts back to Egypt, where they belong.”
Research the supposed ‘curse of Tutankhamun’, and write a persuasive
letter explaining why the artefacts in museums should be returned to
their countries of origin.

EXTENSION IDEAS
On page 27 - 28, Libby and her class visit Tutankhamun’s death mask
in the Grand Egyptian Museum. Find an image of his death mask and
create your own version using paints, pencils or even card mosaics to
replicate the jewels. 

On page 44, we discover that there has been a robbery of some
artefacts from the Tutankhamun collection at the Grand Egyptian
Museum. Write a detailed newspaper report about the robbery.

On page 45, Connie says,
‘Tutankhamun?’ Connie gasped. ‘Who would risk that? Everyone
knows about the curse. I’ve been reading about it all summer.’
Complete an investigation into what Connie means about
Tutankhamun’s curse. Do you think the curse is true or not? Write a
paragraph to explain the reasons for your opinion.

On page 108, Anastasia says, 
‘You’d think if the curse really was true then everyone would have
returned all the artefacts back to Egypt, where they belong.’
Write a persuasive letter explaining why artefacts in museums
should be returned to their countries of origin.

Write your own museum heist story inspired by Libby and the
Egyptian Escapade. What museum will you choose, what will be
stolen and how will they steal it?

If you could visit any country with the Travelling School, where would
you go to and why? Use non-fiction texts to find out more about your
chosen country, or research online. Write a detailed paragraph
outlining your reason for wanting to visit this country. Or you can
create a poster, and label the key landmarks and highlights of your
destination in order to convince Miss Mousedale to take the school
there.
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